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ik

Bontemps   did   nothing  which   called   for   notice,             |

I
she should not be obstructed  in the   exercise  of             \

I
her  profession,   especially  if she   followed   it   in              |

secret.    "I know her," added  he,  "and  I, like              [

other people, have  had  the curiosity  to   consult              i

t
her.   She is the wife of a soldier in the guards.              I

She  is  a   clever  woman   in   her  way,   but   she              |

drinks.     Four  or five   years   ago,  she   got   such              5

hold  on  the  mind  of  Madame   de   Ruff&c,   that              I

she made her believe  she could  procure  her  an               i

elixir of beauty, which would restore her to what               |

I
she was at twenty-five.    The Duchess pays  high               |

for the drugs of which this elixir is compounded;               I

and sometimes they are bad: sometimes, the sun,               I

to  which they  were   exposed,   was   not   powerful               I

I

if'

enough;   sometimes,   the   influence   of  a   certain                I

constellation  was  wanting.     Sometimes,   she   has                |

ti
the courage to assure the Duchess that she really               |!ffer ; then the country of his master's clothes.   The                            jj
